April 2" John 19:23-30
L: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 19™ chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes
and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also
took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece
from the top. **So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it,
but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what
the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.” *And that is what the
soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and
Mary Magdalene. **When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother,
“Woman, here is your son.” *’Then he said to the disciple, “Here
is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into
his own home. 2®After this, when Jesus knew that all was now
finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.”
YA jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his
mouth. **When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is
finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

L: The gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ



April 5" John 20:1-18
L: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20™ chapter.
C: Glory to you O Lord

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” *Then Peter and the other
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. “The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. ’He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. °Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 'and the cloth that had been on Jesus’
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place
by itself. *Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. '*Then
the disciples returned to their homes.

""But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb; '“and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. “They said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” *When she
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus. *Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you



have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I
will take him away.” '®Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).
Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.”” "*"Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.

L: The gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ



April 12" John 20:19-31
L: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20™ chapter.
C: Glory to you O Lord

PWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” *°After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” **When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ~If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.” **But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. »So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand 1in his side, I will not believe.”

*°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. *'But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the



Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

L: The gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ



April 19" Acts 9:1-19a
A reading from the 9™ chapter of the book of Acts

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest “and asked him for
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. *Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. *He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” °He asked, “Who
are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. “But get up and enter the city, and you will be told
what you are to do.” "The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one.
®Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he
could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. “For three days he was without sight, and neither
ate nor drank.

'"Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here 1
am, Lord.” "The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, '*and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands
on him so that he might regain his sight.” "But Ananias
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how
much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; '*and here he
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.” °But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and
kings and before the people of Israel; '°I myself will show him



how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” '"So
Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul
and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” "*And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, ""and after taking
some food, he regained his strength.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



April 26™ Acts 16:16:34
A reading from the 16™ chapter of the book of Acts

'®One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a
slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners
a great deal of money by fortune-telling. '"While she followed
Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” '*She
kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. ’But
when her owners saw that their hope of making money was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace before the authorities. **When they had brought
them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are
disturbing our city; they are Jews *'and are advocating customs
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” **The
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them
stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with
rods. *After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw
them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely.
*Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell
and fastened their feet in the stocks.

> About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing
hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
**Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened.
*"When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open,
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he
supposed that the prisoners had escaped. **But Paul shouted in a
loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” ®The



jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. **Then he brought them outside and said,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” *'They answered, “Believe
on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” **They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
who were in his house. **At the same hour of the night he took
them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family
were baptized without delay. **He brought them up into the
house and set food before them; and he and his entire household
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



