GO()I)

Immonuel

[ﬂessed,aretiuafk%ux:ﬁdakers

by: Pastor Chad

| would venture a guess that over
the last few days you’ve heard the
phrase “peace through strength”
uttered over the airwaves by countless
pundits and politicians after the United
States dropped bombs on a nuclear
facility in Iran. I’'m not a pundit or a
politician, but as a pastor |1 do have
some thoughts, or rather scripture has
some thoughts, on this theory.

The psalmist in Psalm 20:7 writes,
“Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the
Lord our God.” We, as people and a
nation at large, are too willing to put
our faith and trust in violence and
dominance. Thisisn’t new. It’s always
been that way. It just doesn’t fit with
the notion that we are a Christian
nation. In Paul’s letter to the Romans
he writes in chapter twelve, “Do not
repay evil for evil...if it is possible, as
far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone.” Paul goes on to say, “
Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” This idea
was picked up by Gandhi when he said,

“An eye for an eye leaves the whole
world blind.”

The world is a complicated place,
and yet | can’t help but wonder if our
solutions to the problems of the world
don’t make it even more complicated.
God warned the Israelites that they
should not have a king. They didn’t
listen and it got more complicated. The
prophets called people to turn back
from their violent and evil ways or they
would face destruction and they chose
destruction more often than not. Jesus
in the Garden of Gethsemane told
Peter before he was arrested, “Put your
sword back in its place, for all who
draw the sword will die by the sword.”
The Bible repeatedly calls us away
from violence and toward peace.

Nearly every presidential address
regardless of their political party, ends
with the words, may God bless the
United States of America. President
Trump’s address to the nation, from
the White House after bombing the
sites in Iran made the same statement.
However, Jesus addressing the crowds
in his sermon on the mount said,
“Blessed are the peace makers.” We as
a nation have a rich history of trying to
bomb our way to peace. Perhaps rather
than dropping bombs we can gather
together and drop to our knees in

prayer.
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THE ALTAR GUILD DOES NOT MEET
IN JULY OR AUGUST, BUT WE ARE
A ALWAYS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
@ TO HELP SERVE COMMUNION AT ALL
SERVICES AT BOTH LOCATIONS.

§ IF INTERESTED, LET EITHER PASTOR &8
KNOW, OR CALL MARJ SMITH AT
772-286-8974 TO GET ON THE
SCHEDULE.



YOUIH MINISIRY UPDAIE

BY BRITTANY PERALTA
Hey Immanuel Youth and Families,

Wow! What an incredible start to the summer! VBS: Live it Out was an
absolute blast, and we're still glowing from the joy and energy that filled
our church all week long. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated
supplies, offered their time, or lifted us up in prayer. Your support made a
huge impact! A special shoutout to Ms. Natalie and the Immanuel
Preschool staff—thank you for jumping in with such enthusiasm and
helping make the entire experience unforgettable for our kids. Also a
huge thank you to all our volunteers and Ms. Sandy for teaching us how to
Live it Out!

Our first Youth Group gathering of the summer was also a big success!
It was filled with laughter, games, meaningful conversation, and a whole
lot of heart. We're already looking forward to our next meetup later this
month—stay tuned for the date and details!

Summer is just getting started, and we're excited for all the ways we'll
continue to grow in faith, fun, and friendship together. Your families and
children are so incredibly special to me, and I'm blessed to be able to be a
part of their lives. Sending you all so much love and prayer, and don't
forget to go live it out and shine Jesus’ light.

"L ALL J ive nd ove ike esus!"-Ms.Sandy

- F
E
i/

173
ey

v ol

[ 4‘ y




CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
PETE MORELLO
SHIPPERPETE@RGMAIL.COM

VICE PRESIDENT
. . DREW HIGH
y ’t',? DREWHIGH7@GMAIL.COM

. SECRETARY
SANDRA FOLEY
FSCHOOLMARM@AOL.COM

b TREASURER
> . “ ALEX BELL
""" T P | ALEXMANDYBELL@GMAIL.COM
"N FINANCE
VACANT
WORSHIP

ROBERTA VIRTA
ROBERTAVIRTA@CS.COM

L STEWARDSHIP
JODI DUDENEY
= JLDPORTSTLUCIE@QAOL.COM

COMMUNICATION & EVANGELISM
\j\. KYLA MERICLE
2 MRSMERICLET112@GMAIL.COM

2

) !’/ ¥ ==

= SERVICE
—~ / MARCIE BALOW
== _~ MBALOW45@GMAIL.COM
- ——
 LEARNING

= ~— - MIMRUSSO
7 TIMOTHYJRUSSO@GMAIL.COM

PROPERTY
JOHN MCCLUSKEY
| JOHN@FLORIDAOUTDOORSRV.COM

- filling in the pew pockets

. . . FAITH, FUN & FELLOWSHIP

picking up bread and goodies from & SMALL GROUPS
Publix Saturday mornings || BELINDA LOWE

— = (Oﬁ: of Martin Downs B|Vd) A = LOVYMILLE@COMCAST.NET

Monthly Giving Report Operating Fund Income and Expenses

A report of our combined Palm City & Stuart Our year-to-date operating income and
giving compared to the opﬁroved budget the | |expenses using the latest report of the treasurer.
ongregation agreed to at the annual meeting.
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‘Bring a dish to share m{/ )
eqjoy our barbecued chicken.

goods will
be collected for
House of Hope ) -
Food Pantry.  CHICKS i ishroor ¢

thriven.

If you have not used your Action Team, please consider applying for an Action

Team card because we need your help with the Snack Bag program. \We seem

to be giving out more "Snack Bags" every week. Please do not leave the
‘money" unused.

July 14th-18th

Immanuel Stuart

For those of you, who have already used your Thrivent Benefit, Thank you! For
those of you who donate items for the “Snack Bags", another Thank you! We
cannot continue this program without your support. The people who receive
these "Bags” are very appreciative and thank us every week. Immanuel's
Souper Sunday or Immanuel Early Learning Center would also appreciate help. -

»

To apply for an Action Team, call the Thrivent home office at 800 -847-4836.
For additional information call me, Karen Coombs, at 772-475-3312 or your
Thrivent representative.




