July 5™ Mark 12:13-17 & Philippians 3:18-20
A reading from the 12" chapter of the gospel of Mark

Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to
trap him in what he said. And they came and said to him,
“Teacher, we know that you are sincere and show deference to
no one, for you do not regard people with partiality but teach the
way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
Caesar or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?”” But
knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why are you putting
me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see it.” And they
brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and
whose title?”” They answered, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them,
“Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him.

A reading from the 3™ chapter of the book of Philippians

For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told
you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is
destruction, their god is the belly, and their glory is in their
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our

citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are
expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



July 12** Genesis 7:1-24

A reading from the 7™ chapter of Genesis

Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your
household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before
me in this generation. ? Take with you seven pairs of all clean
animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are
not clean, the male and its mate; > and seven pairs of the birds of
the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face
of all the earth. * For in seven days I will send rain on the earth
for forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that [ have
made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” > And Noah
did all that the Lord had commanded him.

®Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came
on the earth. ” And Noah with his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. ® Of
clean animals and of animals that are not clean and of birds and
of everything that creeps on the ground, ° two and two, male and
female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded
Noah. 1 And after seven days the waters of the flood came on
the earth.

HTn the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month,
on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the
fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the
heavens were opened. 2 The rain fell on the earth forty days and
forty nights. !> On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem
and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of
his sons entered the ark, ' they and every wild animal of every
kind and all domestic animals of every kind and every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth and every bird of every

kind. !> They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all



flesh in which there was the breath of life. '® And those that
entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had
commanded him, and the Lord shut him in.

'7The flood continued forty days on the earth, and the waters
increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the

earth. '® The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth,
and the ark floated on the face of the waters. '° The waters
swelled so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains
under the whole heaven were covered; 2° the waters swelled
above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. *! And
all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, domestic animals,
wild animals, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth,
and all human beings; % everything on dry land in whose nostrils
was the breath of life died. ** He blotted out every living thing
that was on the face of the ground, human beings and animals
and creeping things and birds of the air; they were blotted out
from the earth. Only Noah was left and those with him in the
ark. ?* And the waters swelled on the earth for one hundred fifty
days.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



July 19 Jonah 1:1-17
A reading from the 1% chapter of Jonah

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai,
saying, 2“Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out
against it, for their wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But
Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.
He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so
he paid his fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish,
away from the presence of the Lord.

4But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a
mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened to
break up. ° Then the sailors were afraid, and each cried to his
god. They threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to
lighten 1t for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the
hold of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. ® The
captain came and said to him, “What are you doing sound
asleep? Get up; call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a
thought so that we do not perish.”

"The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, so that
we may know on whose account this calamity has come upon
us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said
to him, “Tell us why this calamity has come upon us. What is
your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your
country? And of what people are you?” ? “I am a Hebrew,” he
replied. “I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the
sea and the dry land.” ' Then the men were even more afraid
and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men
knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because

he had told them so.



1 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea
may quiet down for us?” For the sea was growing more and
more tempestuous. > He said to them, “Pick me up and throw
me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know
it 1s because of me that this great storm has come upon

you.” 1¥ Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to bring the ship back
to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more
stormy against them. !4 Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please,
O Lord, we pray, do not let us perish on account of this man’s
life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood, for you, O Lord,
have done as it pleased you.” 1° So they picked Jonah up and
threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its

raging. '® Then the men feared the Lord even more, and they
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

17But the Lord provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah, and
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



July 26™ Mark 4:35-41
A reading from the 4th chapter of the gospel of Mark

And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the
boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. 3 But he was in the stern,
asleep on the cushion, and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 3 And waking
up, he rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Be silent! Be still!”
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. *° He said to
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 4! And they
were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



