April 7"
Acts 1:1-14
A reading from the first chapter of the book of Acts

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and
taught from the beginning ?until the day when he was taken up
to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. ® After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. * While staying with them, he ordered them
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; >for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.”

®So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
withesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” ?When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. ' While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.

"' They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you



into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

>Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. *
When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.
1 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.
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L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



April 14"
Acts 3:1-10
A reading from the third chapter of the book of Acts

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the
hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. >And a man
lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily
at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he
could ask for alms from those entering the temple. > When he
saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them
for alms. * Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said,
“Look at us.” > And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to
receive something from them. ®But Peter said, “I have no silver
or gold, but what | have | give you; in the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” “ And he took him by the right
hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles
were made strong. ®Jumping up, he stood and began to walk,
and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and
praising God. ? All the people saw him walking and praising God,
%and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask
for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



April 21*
Acts 17:1-9
A reading from the seventeenth chapter of the book of Acts

After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and
Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a
synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his custom,
and on three sabbath days argued with them from the
scriptures, *explaining and proving that it was necessary for the
Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This is
the Messiah, Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you.” “Some of
them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great
many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading
women. *But the Jews became jealous, and with the help of
some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set
the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul and
Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s
house. °When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and
some believers before the city authorities, shouting, “These
people who have been turning the world upside down have
come here also, and Jason has entertained them as guests.
They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor,
saying that there is another king named Jesus.” ®The people and
the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, and after
they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



April 28"
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
A reading from the first chapter of the book of first Corinthians

"“Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same purpose. ' For it has been reported to me
by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my
brothers and sisters. *> What | mean is that each of you says, “I
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” * Has Christ been divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul? I thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus
and Gaius, ”so that no one can say that you were baptized in
my name. *°(l did baptize also the household of Stephanas;
beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) "’
For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of
Christ might not be emptied of its power.

¥ For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



