Sept. 7" Genesis 1:1-2:4a
L: A reading from the 1* chapter of the book of Genesis.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,
“the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters.

‘Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. *And
God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning,
the first day.

*And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 'So God made
the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. *God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

’And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was
so. '’God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
""Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. '*The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was
good. "And there was evening and there was morning, the third
day.

“And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for



seasons and for days and years, '"and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
'*God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the
day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. "God
set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, '*to
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. '"And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

*And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of
the sky.” ?'So God created the great sea monsters and every
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that
it was good. *God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” **And there was evening and there was morning, the
fifth day.

**And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of
every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the
earth of every kind.” And it was so. >God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind,
and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.

**Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” *’So God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them:;
male and female he created them. ?*God blessed them, and God
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and



subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon
the earth.” *God said, “See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. **And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so.

’1God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. >And on the seventh day God finished the work that
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. *So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed
1t, because on 1t God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation.

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when
they were created.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Sept. 14™ Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14

L: A reading from the 21* and 22" chapters of the book of
Genesis.

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for
Sarah as he had promised. “Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a
son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.
>Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” “He said, “Take your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that I shall show you.”

’So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut
the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place
in the distance that God had shown him. *On the third day
Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. *Then Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I
will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back
to you.” ®Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.
So the two of them walked on together. "Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,
“The fire and the wood are here, but where 1s the lamb for a
burnt offering?” *Abraham said, “God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked
on together. "When they came to the place that God had shown
him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He
bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the



wood. 'Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife
to kill his son.

"But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” “He said, “Do
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.” *And Abraham looked up and saw a
ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. "*So
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide™; as it is said
to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Sept. 21* Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17

L: A reading from the 27™ and 28™ chapters of the book of
Genesis.

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not
see, he called his elder son Esau and said to him, “My son”; and
he answered, “Here I am.” *He said, “See, I am old; I do not
know the day of my death. *Now then, take your weapons, your
quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for
me. *Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring
it to me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”

"Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau,
which were with her in the house, and put them on her younger
son Jacob; '°and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and
on the smooth part of his neck. ""Then she handed the savory
food, and the bread that she had prepared, to her son Jacob.

'8So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he said,
“Here I am; who are you, my son?” “Jacob said to his father, “I
am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up
and eat of my game, so that you may bless me.” *’But Isaac said
to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?” He answered, “Because the Lord your God granted me
success.” *' Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel
you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or
not.” **So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and
said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau.” “He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy
like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.

"“Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. ''"He came to a
certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had
set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his



head and lay down in that place. '?And he dreamed that there
was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven;
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

B3 And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; “and your
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you
and in your offspring. "Know that I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I
will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”

'*Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is
in this place—and I did not know it!” '"And he was afraid, and
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Sept. 28™ Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17

L: A reading from the 2", 3" and 4™ chapters of the book of
Exodus.

> After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites
groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery
their cry for help rose up to God. **God heard their groaning,
and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. *God looked upon the Israelites, and God took notice of
them.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. *There the angel of

the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not

consumed. *Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” *“When

the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”” And he said, “Here I

am.” *Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground.” ®He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

"Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people
who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, *and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. “The



cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. '°So come, I will send you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

"But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh,
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” '*He said, “I will be with
you; and this shall be the sign for you that it 1s I who sent you:
when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall
worship God on this mountain.” *But Moses said to God, “If I
come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall I say to them?” *God said to Moses, “I am
who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites,
‘I Am has sent me to you.”” °God also said to Moses, “Thus
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this
my title for all generations.

'"But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been
eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have spoken
to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of

tongue.” ""Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives speech to
mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it
not I, the Lord? "Now go, and I will be with your mouth and
teach you what you are to speak.” “But he said, “O my Lord,
please send someone else.” *Then the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Moses and he said, “What of your brother
Aaron, the Levite? I know that he can speak fluently; even now
he 1s coming out to meet you, and when he sees you his heart
will be glad. You shall speak to him and put the words in his
mouth; and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and
will teach you what you shall do. '*He indeed shall speak for



you to the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you
shall serve as God for him. '"Take in your hand this staff, with
which you shall perform the signs.”

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



