Oct 6™ Exodus 32:1-14
A reading from the 32™ chapter of the book of Exodus

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from
the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and said to
him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we do not know what has become of him.” ?Aaron said to them,
“Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” *So all the
people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them
to Aaron. *He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and
cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” *"When
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the
Lord.” °They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings
and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to
eat and drink, and rose up to revel.

"The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely;
‘they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!”” *The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. '’Now let me alone, so that my wrath may
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I
will make a great nation.” ""But Moses implored the Lord his



God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against
your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand? '*Why should the
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out
to kill them 1n the mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. "Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.”” '*And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster
that he planned to bring on his people.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Oct 13™ 1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10
A reading from the 1¥&2" chapters of the book of 1 Samuel

’After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and
presented herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting
on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. '’She
was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly.
''She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on
the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget
your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I
will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death.
He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall

touch his head.”

PThey rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord;
then they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his
wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. *°In due time

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for
she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.”

Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the Lord; my
strength is exalted in my God. My mouth derides my enemies,
because I rejoice in my victory.

*“There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; there
is no Rock like our God. *Talk no more so very proudly, let not
arrogance come from your mouth; for the Lord is a God of
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. “The bows of the
mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. >Those who
were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who
were hungry are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but



she who has many children is forlorn. °The Lord kills and brings
to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up. "The Lord makes
poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. *He raises up
the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, to
make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the
pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and on them he has set the
world.

*“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall
be cut off in darkness; for not by might does one prevail. 'The
Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will
thunder in heaven. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; he
will give strength to his king, and exalt the power of his
anointed.”

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Oct 20" 2 Samuel 7:1-17
A reading from the 7™ chapter of the book of 2" Samuel

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had
given him rest from all his enemies around him, “the king said to
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar,
but the ark of God stays in a tent.” *Nathan said to the king, “Go,
do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

“But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: °Go
and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one
to build me a house to live in? °I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.
"Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying,
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” *Now therefore
thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to
be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. '°’And I will appoint a place for my
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their
own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, ''from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all
your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord
will make you a house. *When your days are fulfilled and you



lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after
you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish
his kingdom. “He shall build a house for my name, and I will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. '“I will be a father to
him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I
will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows
inflicted by human beings. "But I will not take my steadfast
love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from
before you. '*Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. '"In
accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan
spoke to David.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



Oct. 27™ 1 Kings 17:1-16
A reading from the 17™ chapter of the book of 1* Kings

Now Eljjah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As
the Lord the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall
be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.” *The
word of the Lord came to him, saying, **Go from here and turn
castward, and hide yourself by the Wadi Cherith, which 1s east
of the Jordan. *You shall drink from the wadi, and I have
commanded the ravens to feed you there.” >°So he went and did
according to the word of the Lord; he went and lived by the
Wadi Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. °The ravens brought
him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening; and he drank from the wadi. 'But after a while the wadi
dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

*Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, *“Go now to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have
commanded a widow there to feed you.” '°So he set out and
went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a
widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said,
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 'As
she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand.” '*But she said, “As the Lord your
God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar,
and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so
that [ may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that
we may eat it, and die.” "Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid;
go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it
and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself



and your son. "“For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar
of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until
the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” ’She went and
did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate
for many days. '°The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did
the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he
spoke by Elijah.

L: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God



