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     Most people don't like change. I know I
don't. We get attached to the things that have
shaped us—our routines, our traditions, the
way we've always done things. Those things
become part of our story. So when they
change, it can feel like we're losing something,
even when the change is for the better. The
church isn't immune to that.
     Every generation of Christians has had to
wrestle with the question, “What does it look
like to be faithful here and now?” The answer
has never been found in doing everything
exactly the way it was done before. Instead, it
has always been found in following Jesus
wherever He leads.
     The gospel hasn't changed. It never will.
People have. Communities have. 
     The challenges our neighbors face today
aren't the same ones they faced twenty or fifty
years ago. If we're serious about sharing
Christ's love, then we have to be willing to ask
whether the way we do ministry is helping us
reach the people God has placed around us.
That's not abandoning our identity. It's living
it.
     At Immanuel, we say our mission is to Be the
Light. Light doesn't stay where it's
comfortable. It shines into dark places. It helps
people find their way. It brings hope. 

That's our calling. Sometimes that means trying
something new. Sometimes it means letting go
of something we've loved so that something
else can grow. Those decisions aren't always
easy, and they shouldn't be made lightly. But
they should always be made with one question
in mind: Will this help us share Jesus more
faithfully with the people God has called us to
serve?
     If the answer is yes, then it's worth our
prayer, our effort, and sometimes even our
discomfort.
The wonderful thing about following Christ is
that while the world around us changes, He
doesn't. His grace is the same. His promises are
the same. His love is the same. That gives us the
freedom to move forward without fear.
     As a congregation, we've been blessed with a
rich history. We honor it. We learn from it. But
our history isn't our destination. God is still at
work, still calling, still opening doors we
couldn't have imagined.
     My prayer is that we'll have the courage to
walk through them together. Not because
change is exciting. Because Jesus is worth
following.
And wherever He leads, that's where we'll find
the opportunity to Be the Light.
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Youth Ministry Update

PRESCHOOL UPDATE

Hey Immanuel Youth and Families,

As back to school season kicks into gear, make sure to mark
your calendars for some exciting Youth dates. 
 

2027 National Youth Gathering — Minneapolis, MN
Attention high school students & parents: Join us on August 24th
at 6pm in the FDC for an initial meeting about the 2027 Youth
Gathering. We’ll cover what to expect, travel details, and
fundraising ideas. Let’s make the 2027 Gathering our best yet!
 

August Youth Event — Ideas Wanted!
We’re planning an August outing and want your  input. Some
ideas on the table: PopStroke, Elev8 Fun, and more. Have a
favorite activity? Cast your vote to me (Tim Russo) or Pastor
Chad.
 

September 11th — Night of Remembrance Concert @ Palm
City Patio

Join us for a community evening of music as the Immanuel
Lutheran Praise Team leads a special Night of Remembrance. A
meaningful chance to gather, remember, and worship together.
 

Sunday Children’s Church — Volunteers Needed! 
Children’s Church lessons will continue once school resumes. If
you’re interested in leading a Sunday lesson, please reach out
to Pastor Chad for more information and scheduling. We’ll
provide all the lesson materials and support you need.
 
We’re excited for the year ahead and look forward to seeing
you at these events and growing together in faith!

BY TIM RUSSO 

Dear Immanuel Church Family,
     August is here and it wraps up our summer program for
Immanuel Early Learning Center. 
     This summer, the children enjoyed many different experiences
such as Kona Ice stopping by to bring us a cool treat for the hot
days and creating lasting experiences based on the weekly
themes.
     The highlight for this last month was Bible stories week, during
which the children learned some of the great stories represented
in the Bible. Their favorite was Noah and the Ark - they loved
learning about all the different animals that joined him aboard.
     Another highlight from our summer sessions was hosting guests
from the Kiwanis reading club. This lovely group came by to read
to our little ones and inspire a love of learning, fantasy and
discovery that can only be found in books. 
      The children closed the summer with a spectacular Bounce
House Day where they celebrated with friends and jumped to
their hearts content. 
     As the summer program comes to an end, we think of the
children headed off to Kindergarten. We will miss them, but have
been honored to be a part of their early learning journey.
     Those children who will join us for Fall session, we look forward
to a great successful school year. We are thankful for all of the
families who have trusted  Immanuel to be part of their child(ren)
learning and faith experience.

BY DR. PATTY



June 2026 YTD 2026

Given $37,551.43 $263,783.63

Budgeted $44,107.00 $261,646.00

Difference ($6,555.57) $2,137.63

ILC & IELC YTD 2026

Income $524,429.36

Expenses $468,801.59

Difference $55,447.77

A report of our combined Palm City & Stuart
giving compared to the approved budget the

congregation agreed to at the annual meeting. 

Our year-to-date operating income and
expenses using the latest report of the treasurer.

Operating Fund Income and ExpensesMonthly Giving Report

Good news for many church members: beginning
with the 2026 tax year, taxpayers who take the
standard deduction rather than itemizing
deductions may once again receive a federal
income tax benefit for charitable giving.

Starting in 2026, individuals who claim the standard
deduction may deduct up to $1,000 in qualified
cash charitable contributions, while married couples
filing jointly may deduct up to $2,000. This deduction
is available even though the taxpayer does not
itemize deductions.

For many years, charitable gifts were deductible
only for taxpayers who itemized their deductions.
Because the standard deduction has increased
significantly in recent years, most taxpayers now
choose the standard deduction instead of itemizing.
As a result, many faithful donors received no direct
federal tax benefit for their charitable giving. The
new law restores a tax incentive for most
households.

To qualify, contributions generally must be cash
gifts made directly to eligible charitable
organizations, including churches. Certain gifts,
such as donations made to donor-advised funds,
do not qualify for this special deduction. 

As always, donors should keep accurate records
of their contributions, including church giving
statements and receipts, for tax purposes. Church
members are encouraged to consult their tax
advisor regarding their specific situation.

Faithful stewardship is first and foremost an act of
gratitude. It is encouraging to know that
beginning in 2026, federal tax law will provide
many non-itemizing taxpayers with an additional
incentive to support their church and other
charitable ministries.

New Tax Benefit for Charitable Giving 
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Paula Tsufis - Stewardship
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