October 4th Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29
A reading from the 14™ chapter of the book of Exodus

When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the
minds of Pharaoh and his officials were changed toward the
people, and they said, “What have we done, letting Israel leave
our service?” ®So he had his chariot made ready and took his
army with him; " he took six hundred elite chariots and all the
other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them.

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were
the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites
cried out to the Lord. ' They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to
die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out
of Egypt? *Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let
us alone so that we can serve the Egyptians’? For it would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” * But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid,
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish
for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall
never see again. '* The Lord will fight for you, and you have
only to keep still.”

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove
the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea
into dry land, and the waters were divided. ** The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left. ** The Egyptians pursued and
went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots,
and chariot drivers. ** At the morning watch the Lord, in the



pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and
threw the Egyptian army into a panic. > He clogged® their
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord 1s fighting for
them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon
their chariots and chariot drivers.” ¥’ So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal
depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the
Egyptians into the sea. *® The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that
had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. ** But
the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God
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October 11th Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from the 20™ chapter of the book of Exodus
Then God spoke all these words,

2¢T am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; * you shall have no other gods
before me.

*“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form
of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth
beneath or that is in the water under the earth. ° You shall not
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents to the
third and the fourth generation of those who reject me ¢ but
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those
who love me and keep my commandments.

7“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your
God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. ® Six days you
shall labor and do all your work. ' But the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you,
your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. " For in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day and consecrated it.

2¢«Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

13<You shall not murder.



4“You shall not commit adultery.
15“You shall not steal.
16<You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female slave, ox, donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God



October 18" Joshua 24:1-15
A reading from the 24™ chapter of the book of Joshua.

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of
Israel, and they presented themselves before God. * And Joshua
said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:
Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and
Nahor—Ilived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods.
3Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and
led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring
many. I gave him Isaac, *and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I
gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his
children went down to Egypt. ° Then I sent Moses and Aaron,
and I plagued Egypt with what I did in its midst, and afterward I
brought you out. * When I brought your ancestors out of Egypt,
you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued your ancestors
with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea.’?! ?When they cried
out to the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians
and made the sea come upon them and cover them, and your
eyes saw what I did to Egypt. Afterward you lived in the
wilderness a long time. ® Then I brought you to the land of the
Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan; they fought
with you, and I handed them over to you, and you took
possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. ® Then
King Balak son of Zippor of Moab set out to fight against Israel.
He sent and invited Balaam son of Beor to curse you, "but I
would not listen to Balaam; therefore he blessed you, so I
rescued you out of his hand. "' When you went over the Jordan
and came to Jericho, the citizens of Jericho fought against you,
as well as the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the
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Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and |
handed them over to you. '*I sent swarms of hornets!®! ahead of
you that drove out before you the two kings of the Amorites; it
was not by your sword or by your bow. I gave you a land on
which you had not labored and towns that you had not built, and
you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and oliveyards
that you did not plant.

14 “Now, therefore, revere the Lord and serve him in sincerity
and 1in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the Lord. '* Now if you
are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you

are living, but as for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord.”

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua%2024&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-6489b

October 25" 2 Samuel 39:1-23
A reading from the 39™ chapter of the book of Genesis.

Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer
of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him
from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down

there. > The Lorp was with Joseph, and he became a successful
man; he was in the house of his Egyptian master. * His master
saw that the Lorp was with him and that the Lorp caused all that
he did to prosper in his hands. * So Joseph found favor in his
sight and attended him; he made him overseer of his house and
put him in charge of all that he had. * From the time that he made
him overseer in his house and over all that he had,

the Lorp blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the
blessing of the Lorp was on all that he had, in house and

field. ¢ So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and with him
there he had no concern for anything but the food that he ate.

Now Joseph was handsome and good-looking. ” And after a time
his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with
me.” ® But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Look, with
me here, my master has no concern about anything in the house,
and he has put everything that he has in my hand. ® He is not
greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything
from me except yourself, because you are his wife. How then
could I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” ' And
although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not
consent to lie beside her or to be with her. ' One day, however,
when he went into the house to do his work, and while no one
else was in the house, '? she caught hold of his garment, saying,
“Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and
ran outside. * When she saw that he had left his garment in her



hand and had fled outside, ' she called out to the members of
her household and said to them, “See, my husband!®! has brought
among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came in to me to lie with
me, and I cried out with a loud voice, '° and when he heard me
raise my voice and cry out, he left his garment beside me and
fled outside.” '® Then she kept his garment by her until his
master came home, '” and she told him the same story, saying,
“The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came
in to me to insult me, ® but as soon as I raised my voice and
cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled outside.”

1 When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him,
saying, “This 1s the way your servant treated me,” he became
enraged. 2 And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the
prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined; he
remained there in prison. ' But the Lorp was with Joseph and
showed him steadfast love; he gave him favor in the sight of the
chief jailer. 2 The chief jailer committed to Joseph’s care all the
prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever was done there,
he was the one who did it. # The chief jailer paid no heed to
anything that was in Joseph’s care because the LorDp was with
him, and whatever he did, the Lorp made it prosper.

L: Word of God, Word of life. C: Thanks be to God
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